NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR COLLEGE OF PHYSIOTHERAPISTS
P.O. Box 21351  St. John’s, Newfoundland and Labrador, CANADA  A1A 5G6
Phone : 709-753-6527 Fax:709-753-6526  E-mail: registradon@nlcpt.com Website: http://nlcpt.com

POSITION STATEMENT
TOPIC: ANIMAL THERAPY
Page 1 of 1
AUTHORIZED BY: E.J. McMillan  Josephine R. Crisp

ORIGINAL DATE:  May 2005
REVISED DATE:

The Newfoundland and Labrador College of Physiotherapists (NLCP) does not
recognize the assessment, treatment or care of animals as being within its jurisdiction.
The Physiotherapy Act defines physiotherapy* as “ ... treatment to sick or disabled
persons ... ".

The role of the NLCP is ensuring the protection of the public by regulating
physiotherapists* and setting standards for the practice of physiotherapy as defined in
the Physiotherapy Act.

The NLCP does not recognise hours spent performing therapy on animals as
acceptable for the NLCP practice hours requirement for registration of physiotherapists.

The NLCP does not permit the use of protected terms “physiotherapist, physical

therapist, physiotherapy physical therapy®, and related words in relation to animal
therapy.

* The terms "physiotherapist, physical therapist, physiotherapeute, PT, pht, Physiotherapy, Physical therapy,
Physiotherapie and therapie physique are official marks under Section 9 of the Federal Trademarks Act.
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